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Overview 

What is Research4Life (R4L)? 
How can I sign up for ARDI and other R4L programs? 
How can I use ARDI? 



Research4Life: Background 

Free or low-cost access to academic and professional 
peer-review content online for institutions in developing 
countries 
Over 44’000 journals, books, and databases from over 
150 contributing publishers 



Research4Life: Partnership 

Public-private partnership 
WIPO, FAO, UNEP, WHO 
Cornell University and Yale University 
International Association of Scientific, Technical & 
Medical Publishers 
Microsoft (technology partner) 

Objective: Reducing the scientific knowledge gap 
between industrialized countries and the developing 
world ( Millennium Development Goals) 



Research4Life: Programs 

World Health Organization 

Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations 

United Nations Environment 
Programme 

World Intellectual Property 
Organization 



Research4Life: Eligibility (countries) 

Group A (Free access) 
Inclusion in the UN list of LDCs 
HDI less than 0.63 
GNI per capita at or below $1600 

Group B (Low-cost access) 
HDI at or below 0.67 
GNI per capita less than $5000 

 Not all publishers provide access to all eligible countries 



Research4Life: Eligibility (institutions) 

Local, non-profit institutions 
universities and colleges 
professional schools 
research institutes 
agricultural extension centers and experiment stations 
teaching hospitals 
government offices 
national libraries 
local NGOs 

 



Research4Life: Beneficiaries 

Participation in Research4Life on institution basis 
(institutional username and password) 

Access available to all Authorised Users (employees, 
permanent or visiting faculty, or students) 
Access available to Walk-in Users while on-site 
Limited downloading and printing permitted  
 electronic reserves and course packs 
Content not to be made available to third parties 



ARDI Homepage (wipo.int/ardi) 



Step 1: Check registration status 
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Step 2: Complete registration form 



Step 3: Start using ARDI 

Username and password 
Instructions on using ARDI 



Step 4: Sign Institution User License 

Outlines rights and responsibilities of participating 
institutions 
 



Scenario 

You have carried out a 
search in a patent 
database for inventions 
related to antifouling 
coatings for ship hulls 
and have come across a 
particularly interesting 
patent application. 

Photo source: Doug Beckers 



Scenario 

You review the search report associated with the patent 
application to find related publications. 



International Search Report 



ARDI homepage (wipo.int/ardi) 



ARDI content portal 



R4L login 



ARDI content portal (logged in) 



Tip! 

Keep the portal page open until you are finished using 
ARDI 



ARDI content portal: Journal list (S) 

 



ARDI content portal: Journal list (S) 



Journal homepage 



Journal homepage 



Article list 



Article list 



Article: Text 



Article list 



Article: Image 



Troubleshooting 

Is the portal page still open? 
Is the journal available through ARDI (for the publication 
period you are accessing)? 



 
 

tisc@wipo.int 
 

 
We would like you to share with us your opinion on this webinar. All participants will 
receive an email after this webinar with a link to a very short survey, which will take you 
only 2 – 4 minutes to complete. We value your input and are looking forward to your 
replies. 
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